In international development as noted at the Wikipedia, good governance is a subjective term that describes how public institutions conduct public affairs and manage public resources in the preferred way. Governance is the process of decision -making and the process by which decisions are implemented or not. The term governance can apply to corporate, international, national, local governance or to the interactions between other sectors in the society. (1) "What is Good Governance". UNESCAP, 2009. Accessed July 10,
Introduction
The barangay is the basic political unit, serving as the primary planning and implementing unit of government policies, plans, programs, projects, and activities in the community; it also serves as a forum wherein the collective views of the people may be expressed, crystallized, and considered and where disputes may be amicably settled. (5)
Local Government -Barangays", The Information Site on Philippine Politics and Government, Philippine Center of Investigative Journalism. (Online). Available:
http://www.isite.ph/Factfinder/barangay.html. The Barangay government is also given considerable autonomy to manage its own affairs, as well as to explore any possibilities of raising its financial resources and utilizing them according to their own discretion, so long as this will result to the improvement of the welfare of its constituents. But in order to fulfill the barangays' mandates and functions, as contained in the Local Government Code, the barangays must be equipped with the necessary competencies, not only in terms of administrative capabilities but also the focal areas of good governance in terms of delivering public services to the people from different sectors of the society such as Education and Healthcare, Social Protection, Financial Management , Peace and Security, Business Friendliness, Tourism, Environmental Management and Disaster Preparedness.
There will be some indicators and data requirements in each area of services that would suggest, prove and validate that good governance at the grass root level are met.
Through these strategies, the abilities of public sector institutions particularly the barangays in the City of Makati as well as the entire country to deliver key services more effectively and efficiently will be strengthened an these would help a range of public private, civil society partners and stakeholders expand access to and improve the quality of community services.
Since the enactment of the Local Government Code of the Philippines, various capacity building efforts from the national government, academic institutions, and other consulting and training organizations have resulted to a number of tangible improvements in the manner the barangays manage their local affairs. However, despite the clamor for improved governance, there has been no clear measure of the level of the capacities of the barangays and on how they apply these capacities. Therefore, there is a need to examine whether the developed and introduced capacities are indeed being applied. There is also a need to prove if these developed and introduced capacities are effective.
The standard and quality of life of the people living in the barangay is dependent on the wide range of services offered by its local government. These services should be provided in an efficient and appropriate level of quality. But as to how well these services are provided is a source of concern among those running the local government. Thus, there is a need to have feedbacks on the effectiveness of the delivery of such services in order to have a basis for improvement.
An effective local monitoring system for local government units has to be established in order to assist the local government units to target appropriate and responsive interventions for poverty reduction and human development [6] . Austere, Panadero, "Local Governance Towards the Millenium Development Goals" Paper Presented During the
Regional Conference on Mainstreaming the UNDP Millenium Development Goals in Local

Governance in UNP, Vigan City, 2004.
The need to harmonize and integrate some of the existing tools in order for data to be compared across selected barangays in the City of Makati and be able to aggregate data to a higher level should also be emphasized. Moreover, there is a need for LGUs to be assisted in generating accurate local data and information to be able to respond to the needs of their constituents. (7) Austere, Panadero, "Local Governance Towards the Millenium Development
Goals" Paper Presented During the Regional Conference on Mainstreaming the UNDP
Millenium Development Goals in Local Governance in UNP, Vigan City, 2004.
The data gathered in this study will be very useful in determining the strengths and weaknesses of the selected barangays in as far as compliance to some indicators in the Seal of the Barangay Governance is concerned.
Likewise, results of the study will serve as a basis in identifying which programs and projects are responsive to national development goals. Moreover, the results of the study will serve as baseline information for the city governments regardless of their status as a highlyurbanized or first, second class municipalities among others in monitoring the performance of the barangays within their jurisdiction.
Furthermore, the findings in this study may also guide the city or municipal government officers in allocating financial resources for the barangays. The data gathered in this study will also be very helpful to Barangay officials, for the data can help them become aware of their current status and can thus serve as their basis in preparing their Barangay Development Plan and on how the said plan can be articulated in the barangay budget.
Moreover, findings of the study may enable the barangay officials to identify the areas or aspects of local governance which need to be prioritized or paid immediate attention.
Moreover, as the barangay officials become aware of their current status, they may be encouraged more to participate in strategic planning and budgeting.
On the part of the city officials, the findings of this study may serve as guides in monitoring the performance of the barangays and in allocating financial resources for barangay projects. Likewise, the findings of this study may serve as a basis for the city officials in giving recognition to those barangays which earned exemplary performance.
Furthermore, this study will provide the city officials with helpful ideas regarding the innovative strategies and tested approaches that the said barangays have implemented in line with the promotion of good governance and in pursuance of sustainable development. Hence, best practices along governance by the barangays can better be identified with the help of this study.
Furthermore, this study would be very helpful for the University of Makati, city's premier university , a local state university located in West Rembo , Makati City , as the findings of this study could serve as inputs for the university's initiative to come up with a more extensive and comprehensive program towards improved barangay governance for mandatory enrollment of all barangay officials both elected and appointed in the extension program of the university .
Makati or simply known as Makati City, is a 1st class highly urbanized city in Metro Manila, Philippines.
Makati is the financial center of the Philippines; it has the highest concentration of multinational and local corporations in the country. Tradition holds that a Tagalog at a swamp on the south of the Pasig River was asked by a visitor, who was Miguel López de Legazpi, for the name of the place. As a result of the language barrier the question was misinterpreted; the Tagalog pointed to the receding tide of the Pasig River, and answered "Makati, kumákáti na" ("Ebbing, the tide is Makati City has received various awards at the regional level, as well as the national and international levels.
Makati City being the financial capital of the Philippines is filled with gigantic buildings, condominiums, five-star hotels, major banks, corporations, department stores as well as foreign embassies. Makati is also known for being a major cultural and entertainment center in Metro Manila. The local government of Makati has been in existence for 344 years. It was transformed from a municipality into a highly urbanized city on January 2, 1995 through Republic Act 7854 with the great support of the residents in a plebiscite held on February 4, 1995. The reforms implemented by the Mayor are in line with its thrust of installing a local government that is efficient, effective and responsive in delivering the essential services to all Makati constituents.
The sisterhood agreement is one of the projects of the Hon. Jejomar C. Binay who was then the mayor of Makati, now the Vice President of the Philippines. A sister city, municipality relationship becomes official with the signing of a formal agreement by the top elected officials approving a long-term partnership between the two communities. Sister city or municipality relationship between Makati, Metro Manila and other provinces and even foreign countries is continuously expanding through the efforts of Hon. Mayor Jejomar Erwin S. Binay, Jr. It aims to further involve the widest possible diversity of exchanges and projects, such as health care, education, economics and business development. Another is academic exchanges of students whereby they can avail the privileges enjoyed by Makati residents. The benefits of the sister city or municipality relationship include the following: an air of global perspective with a feeling of welcoming, relax, and at ease visiting various locations of the city, provision of free accommodations by the Makati City government in the Friendship Suite, and an escort service upon their arrival from the airport to the place of their destination and until departure.
Sisterhood agreement merely establishes friendship ties through sharing of experiences and best practices in areas of common interest.
Statement of the Problem
Generally, this study aimed to assess the level of compliance to indicators for seal of good barangay governance of selected barangays in Makati City towards improved barangay governance.
Specifically, it sought to determine the following: The Punong Barangay and the Barangay Secretary in each barangay were requested to answer the questionnaire. They were likewise requested to provide documents on the facilities and projects of the barangays. In addition, ocular inspections and documentation of the tangible projects in the barangays were done. Five residents in each barangay were also interviewed. Most of the data used in this study were taken from documents filed in the Barangay offices. In the absence of documents in the Barangay level, documents filed at the city level were requested. Data gathered in the barangay were also verified with the data submitted at the city level. This is particularly true for the financial records and accomplishments of the barangays. Processing of the data gathered in this study was done through the use of the following statistical tools: frequency, percentage, mean, and simple ratio and proportion.
I.
Review/Survey of Related Literature
The term local government generally refers to the lower level of the political structure.
It is a political subdivision constituted by law to oversee the conduct of local affairs. and objectives [21) . //books.google.com.ph/books?id=ably-ewzrvMC&dc 
Performance Measurement & Management in Asian-Pacific Local Government. The Network of Local Government Training and Research Institutes and the Pacific (LOGOTRI). (Online
Results and Discussion
Conclusion
The six (6) selected barangays in the City of Makati were strong in terms of resource requirements which make possible the production of goods and services in the barangays. In terms of management of resources, the barangays are also strong in development planning.
Along fiscal administration, the barangays showed great potential. They had annual budgets and annual revenue plans, as well as revenue codes. They also complied with the budgetary requirements imposed on personal services. However, many barangays lacked a computerbased financial management system. There are computers in the barangays but there is no existing computer-based financial management system. If existing, the barangay treasurers lack the necessary knowledge and skills on how to use the system. In organization and management, the barangays also had moderately high capability. They showed strength in the submission of accomplishment reports and conducting trainings for the barangay council.
They had adequate serviceable equipment, and maintain a one-day processing time for issuing barangay related certificates. However, the barangays lacked a manual of operations and they lacked serviceable vehicles. Barangay officers are not equipped with the necessary knowledge and skills in preparing manual of operation. The inadequacy of service vehicle could be due to lack of budget. The barangays were also strong in the area of barangay legislation. All the barangays under study complied with the required number of barangay council sessions of at least twice a month and they also complied with the conduct of general assembly twice a year. The barangays were also strong in community mobilization as they had strong linkages with Pos, NGOs, and educational institutions. In their delivery of social services, the barangays favored the maintenance of day care centers, barangay office, public comfort rooms, parks, health station/center and barangay office; they also adhered to the establishment of a barangay justice system. The barangays, however, seem to be weak in the delivery of economic services. Agricultural support was not given much attention at the barangay level because there is much of this support received from the city government. In addition, putting up of economic enterprise in the barangay is not feasible because these barangays are near the city proper. Road maintenance and provision of skills training were the main focus of the barangays in the provision of these services. In the barangays, the provision of agricultural support services and the operation of barangay economic enterprises were carried out the least. For the protective services, the barangays fared well in establishing Barangay Disaster Coordinating Council, Barangay Tanod, and Anti-Drug Abuse Council; but the practice of regular household visitation was not widespread in all the barangays. For environmental services, the barangays performed garbage collection and disposal; however, there are still garbage found in the streets of some barangays. Garbage receptacles are distributed in strategic places in the barangay especially in the streets, however, the residents lack the concern and necessary cooperation. Likewise, There was also a good barangay police to population ratio; there was no recorded violation of environmental laws; there was an increase in the percentage of households with sanitary toilets; and an increase in access to safe drinking water. However, the barangays are still facing some problems. The mortality rate considerably increased, the barangays' total income still remained to be low, and flood and pollution control programs are not properly implemented. Moreover, the barangays still lack the capability in sourcing out funds for their projects and they still depend on the IRA to run the barangay. The barangay officers are afraid to make loans because of the fear on how to manage the amount loan out.
Recommendations
The 
